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And at the end, Harold Salway stood up,
who is the president—they now call them
presidents—of the Oglala Sioux, the tribe of
Crazy Horse, in South Dakota. And he was
standing there, and he said that the chiefs
wanted to tell me that they supported what
I had done in Kosovo, in saving the Kosovar
Albanians.

And he started talking. He’s not very tall,
but he’s very dignified, and you could have
heard a pin drop. And he said, ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent,’’ he said, ‘‘my great-great-grandfather
was massacred at Wounded Knee. We know
something about ethnic cleansing. But,’’ he
said, ‘‘I had two uncles. One was on the
beach at Normandy. The other was the first
Native American fighter pilot in the history
of the United States military.’’ He said, ‘‘And
now I am here in the White House meeting
with the President. I have only one son, and
he means more to me than anything in the
world, but I would be proud to have him
wear a uniform and go fight for the freedom
of the people of Kosovo, to be free from
being slaughtered because of their ethnic
background or the way they worship God.
This is America, and I’m proud of what we’re
doing here.’’

I hope tomorrow, if somebody asks you
why you were here, you’ll say, ‘‘Because we
took a chance and it worked out; because
we’ve got the chance of a lifetime to do the
right things for the future; and because more
than anything else’’—believe me, if I could
leave office with one wish for America, it
would be that somehow we would find a way
to lay down all these idiotic ways of looking
down on one another, and find some way
to lift each other up.

And the last thing I want to say is this.
I have been privileged in my life to work
with thousands of people in public service.
And notwithstanding the intense partisan
rancor of the last few years, my experience
is that what you have been subject to is atypi-
cal. Most of the people I have known in pub-
lic life, Republicans and Democrats, were
honest, hard-working, decent people who
had honest differences of opinion, and got
up every day and tried to make this country
a better place.

But I’m telling you, of all the people I have
ever known in public life, the ablest, the

smartest, the most passionately dedicated, is
the person who wants to be the next United
States Senator from New York.

Thank you, and goodbye. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 p.m. at a private
residence. In his remarks, he referred to dinner
hosts Craig Hatkoff, Jane Rosenthal, Brian Ward,
and actor Robert DeNiro; musicians Jon Bon Jovi
and Richie Sambora; Joseph J. Andrew, national
chair, Democratic National Committee; and
movie producer/director Steven Spielberg and his
wife, actress Kate Capshaw.

Remarks at the New York State
Comptroller’s Annual Lunch in
Skaneateles, New York
August 30, 1999

Thank you very much. I’ve enjoyed the
program. [Laughter] You know, it’s pretty
nice to go to a lunch like this when you’re
the only one that’s not running for anything.
Just have a good time. [Laughter]

I watched Mike do his thing, and Carl do
his thing. Joyce and I were over there handi-
capping the whole deal. It was great. [Laugh-
ter] Watched Hillary do her thing. It was
great.

But let me say to all of you, I want to begin
with a series of genuine thank-yous. I thank
the people of New York for being so good
to me and Al Gore, in two elections and a
lot of times in between. I thank you for
being so welcoming and open with
Hillary. I thank you for setting so many good
examples.

I want to thank Mike Bragman for his lead-
ership. And I want to thank Carl McCall for
his leadership. You know, the comptroller’s
lunch—I read up on this lunch. [Laughter]
And the first thing I read in my notes was,
they’re not going to give you any food.
[Laughter]

But anyway, among other things I learned
that this luncheon was started by Arthur
Levitt, Sr., when he was comptroller of New
York. His son is now, by my appointment,
the head of the Securities and Exchange
Commission and doing a very fine job.

I say that because Carl McCall is in that
tradition of people who have been trusted
to manage the collective wealth of the people
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of New York. That’s what the comptroller
does. And in a way, we’re here at the State
Fair, and it’s sort of like being the State’s
chief farmer. You give him the seeds, and
you trust him to plant them. You trust him
to bring in the crop, and you trust him not
to waste any of it.

And it’s kind of like farming; you’ve got
to be conservative, but you have to take a
risk. If you don’t take a risk, nothing ever
sprouts; and if you’re not basically conserv-
ative, it all burns up in the ground and is
otherwise lost. And I think Carl McCall has
husbanded the resources of the people of
New York and taken advantage of this great
economy our country has enjoyed and used
that to try to find ways, as Mike said, to help
you educate your children and do a lot of
other things that need to be done. And I re-
spect that very, very much, and I thank him
for letting us crash his lunch. [Laughter]

Now, it is true that—Teddy Roosevelt and
William Howard Taft might have beaten me
here, but I’ll guarantee you, I’ve been to a
lot more fairs than both of them put together.
[Laughter] I never met a fair I didn’t like.
[Laughter]

When I was a young man starting out in
Arkansas, you had to go to all the county fairs.
That’s always the biggest crowd, and you’d
go out in all these rural areas and go to the
county fairs. I remember, I showed up at a
county fair one time—I hadn’t ridden a horse
in years. I wanted to look like I was not taking
these rural people for granted, so I wore a
pinstriped suit, wingtip shoes. [Laughter] I
had this young man, even younger than me,
helping me. And he said, ‘‘I’m going to take
you to the sheriff. If he’s for you, we’ll win
the county. If he’s against you, we’ll lose, and
we can go home.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘You don’t
need to shake any hands; you don’t need to
do anything. If he’s for you, we win; if he’s
against you’’—[laughter].

So he takes me to see the sheriff on the
night the rodeo opens at the county fair.
Sheriff’s jaw is full of tobacco, holding a
horse. He said, ‘‘Son, if you ride this horse
into the ring when they open the rodeo, I’ll
be for you. If you don’t, leave town right
now.’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Give me the reins.’’
I got on the horse in my wingtip shoes and
my pinstriped suit. [Laughter] They played

the music. You know how they open the
rodeo; you know, all you’ve got to do is kind
of get behind the horse in front of you, and
they’ll lope along together. Not my horse! We
get out in the middle; it stops dead still, rears
straight up—[laughter]—I’m holding on for
dear life. I got out of there in one piece.
I didn’t fall off. The sheriff looked at me and
said, ‘‘You didn’t fall off; that’s worth another
5 percent.’’ [Laughter] So I’ve had a lot of
experience.

I also—we used to have senior day at the
State Fair, and I always had Governor’s day,
so I always did it on the day we had senior
day. And what Hillary said is true; that lady
had 14 children, and they had 40-something
children, and they had nearly 100 children,
those 40, already. So she had 150 in her fam-
ily.

I also used to hold my own listening ses-
sions at the State Fair on Governor’s day.
I’d just go into one of the exhibition halls
and set up a little stand, like everybody else,
and people would come by.

And I remember, in 1990 at the State Fair,
I was thinking about running for a fifth
term—this is what’s great about the fair; I
can’t wait to get out there and see some of
the exhibits—this old boy in overalls came
up to me and said, ‘‘Are you going to run
again?’’ [Laughter] I said, ‘‘Well, if I do, will
you vote for me?’’ He said, ‘‘Yes, I guess so,
always have.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, aren’t you sick
of me after all these years?’’ He said, ‘‘No,
I’m not, but everybody else I know is.’’
[Laughter] And so I said—you know, that’s
what fairs are for. So I said, ‘‘Well, don’t
you’’—I was kind of hurt—I said, ‘‘Don’t you
think I’ve done a good job?’’ And he said,
‘‘Yes, you’ve done a good job, but you got
a check every 2 weeks, didn’t you?’’ [Laugh-
ter] He said, ‘‘That’s what we hired you to
do.’’ Very important lesson for anyone con-
templating running for any office. Remem-
ber that. That’s what we hired you to do.

I say that because I want to close with just
2 minutes of serious talk. I am profoundly
grateful for the good fortune and the good
times our country has enjoyed. I’m pro-
foundly grateful that we live at a moment
in history where we don’t have, as we did
during the cold war, one big threat to our
common existence.
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But we’re sort of like farmers sitting on
a good crop. We had a great crop last year,
and we got a lot of money in the bank. Now
what are we going to do with it?

And when you’re at the State Fair, you
need to think like that. If America is a farm
and we’re the farm family and we’ve had
years of great crops and we’ve got a lot of
money in the bank, what are we going to
do with it?

Well, I think that we ought to take the
chance of a lifetime to face our big chal-
lenges. The next 30 years, the number of
people over 65 is going to double. I hope
to be one of them. [Laughter] It’ll change
everything—everything. You’ll have fewer
people working, more people retired. The
economics of retirement income from Social
Security and Medicare and other things will
dramatically change.

I think we’ve got to use all these good years
we’ve had to try to secure Social Security and
Medicare to meet the basic needs of our sen-
iors and to get the seniors’ children, the baby
boomers’ children, through the retirement of
the baby boom years. Because we don’t
want—I can say this; I’m the oldest of the
baby boomers—we don’t want our children
to have to take money they should be invest-
ing in our grandchildren to take care of us,
because we didn’t take care of the challenge
of the aging of America. And so we’ve got
to think about that.

We’ve got to think about the children of
America. Hillary said that, and you clapped,
and I appreciate it. But I just want to—we
finally have a group of kids bigger than the
baby boomers, over 53 million children in
the schools of America. A higher percentage
of them come from families whose first lan-
guage is not English than ever before. Now,
in a global society, this is a very good thing,
if but only if, we give every one of them a
world-class education and recognize that we
need them all.

The Governor of California is a great
friend of Hillary’s and mine, Gray Davis. And
he said, ‘‘You know’’—he’s about a year older
than I am—he said, ‘‘You know, by the time
we get retired, there’ll only be two people
working for every one person drawing Social
Security. And I don’t want my two workers

to be D students today.’’ [Laughter] That’s
pretty good. Interesting thing.

He says it to make the point that we all,
whether we have children in the schools or
not, whether we have one child or 10 or
whatever, we all have a vested interest in the
children of America. We have a real oppor-
tunity now. We know what works. We know
what helps our schools to make sure all our
kids can learn.

The third thing I’d like to say, I’d like to
allude to something Hillary said. You know,
even though we’ve got the longest peacetime
expansion in history, the largest number of
jobs ever created in this period of time, the
lowest minority unemployment rate ever re-
ported, new records in small business forma-
tion every year—in spite of all that, the hard,
cold truth is that this economic prosperity
has been very uneven.

And you know it in central and upstate
New York. These regions know it. There are
parts of New York City that know it. In my
home area, in the Mississippi Delta, they
know it. In Appalachia, they know it. On the
Indian reservations, they know it.

We’ve got the chance of a lifetime now,
when we’re all debating how we’re going to
keep this economy going without more infla-
tion. How can we keep it going? I can tell
you how we keep it going without more infla-
tion: Bring jobs and investment to the areas
that have not yet participated in the recovery.
That gives you growth.

And one of the things—this is the only spe-
cific thing I’ll mention—one of the things I
have asked the Congress to do is to pass a
law which would give the same tax incentives
to investors to invest in areas with higher un-
employment in America we give them to in-
vest in developing areas in the Caribbean and
Latin America and Africa and Asia and other
places in the world. And I think we ought
to do it.

I also believe another thing that will help
every area is just to keep this thing going,
because the more you keep it going, the more
it will reach into more and more neighbor-
hoods. And one of the reasons that I have
been opposed to, in effect, giving away,
today, the long-term benefits of the eco-
nomic recovery, which is what I think an ex-
cessive tax cut would do, is: If you have a
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real big tax cut, you don’t have money for
education; you don’t have money to extend
the life of Social Security and Medicare.
There will be an increase in interest rates,
because people will think we’re going to
overstimulate the economy, and that way all
of you who care about interest rates will lose
your tax cut in higher interest rates.

And what I want to do is to have a tax
cut that is modest and targeted, so that we
save enough of this surplus, not only to save
Social Security and Medicare and invest in
education but also to get this country out of
debt in 15 years, for the first time since 1835.
That’s before Teddy Roosevelt and Taft came
to the fair. [Laughter] Andrew Jackson was
President in 1835. That’s how long it’s been.

But again, think like a farmer. If you’re
a family farmer, chances are you’ve got an
amount of money every year to bring the
crop in or to replenish the herd of cattle or
whatever it is you do. America is like that.

And if you want this economy to continue
to grow, we have to keep interest rates as
low as possible. I can’t think of anything that
would guarantee the children in this audi-
ence a generation of security more than es-
sentially taking America’s Government out of
debt, taking America out of the competition
for borrowing money, leaving the money
there for you to borrow and our children to
borrow, at the lowest possible interest rates,
for business loans, for home loans, for car
loans, for college loans, for you name it. I
think this makes a lot of sense.

So I say to you, when you leave here today,
I want you to think about that. I want you
to think of Carl McCall as somebody who’s
been like a good farmer, who’s taken good
care of your resources. He hasn’t squandered
the seed. He can bring in a crop next year
for you because he’s done it. And I want you
to think of the challenge and the opportunity,
the phenomenal opportunity your country
has right now.

I won’t be around for a lot of these deci-
sions which have to be made. But we can
make them now. And if we stick with them,
we literally can meet the challenge of the
aging of America, the challenge of the chil-
dren of America, the challenge to spread the
economic bounty of America to communities
that haven’t had it. We can get this country

out of debt, and we can continue to lead the
world for peace and freedom and justice. We
can do that. But we have to think like the
people we’re coming here to this fair to cele-
brate today.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
Empire Room of the Art and Home Center Build-
ing at the Syracuse State Fairgrounds. In his re-
marks, he referred to State Assembly Majority
Leader Michael J. Bragman; and State
Comptroller H. Carl McCall’s wife, Joyce Brown.

Radio Remarks on Earthquake
Relief for Turkey
August 31, 1999

The recent earthquake in Turkey is one
of the worst natural disasters of the century.
Tens of thousands of people are either con-
firmed dead or still missing.

On behalf of all Americans, Hillary and I
offer our deepest condolences to the loved
ones of those who have lost their lives. Our
thoughts and prayers are with all those af-
fected by this tragedy.

Turkey is our longtime ally. The Turkish
people are our friends. Today they urgently
need assistance. Many are severely injured.
Hundreds of thousands are camping out-
doors. There is a serious risk of disease
spreading. We must help the victims rebuild
their lives.

Working with Turkey’s Government and
others, American military and civilian per-
sonnel, including teams from Fairfax County,
Virginia, and Dade County, Florida, helped
with the rescue efforts. Now we’re helping
provide shelter, water, sanitation, and med-
ical services. I’m grateful to all those partici-
pating.

Here at home, Americans are helping, too,
including religious leaders of many faiths,
who’ve united to call for prayer and humani-
tarian action. I encourage my fellow citizens
to give generously to charitable organizations
supporting the relief efforts. For information,
you can call our toll-free number in the
U.S., that’s 1–800–USAID–RELIEF—1–
800–USAID–RELIEF or look on the Inter-
net at www.whitehouse.gov.
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